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Project Overview:  
The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern Book is an educational tool and voluntary 
resource for homeowners, design professionals, contractors and developers. The primary 
purpose is to explain neighborhood development patterns and building styles, thereby 
encouraging more thoughtful rehabilitation and new construction practices in this special 
community. The illustrative, user-friendly pattern book contains valuable information on 
neighborhood history, development patterns, architectural styles and building forms, basic 
design principles and best practices, as well as recommendations for designing sensitive 
additions and new construction. In addition, the pattern book includes a working journal for 
homeowners that documents important architectural features, projects, and “to do” 
maintenance lists.  
 
The historic neighborhood of Del Ray in Alexandria, Virginia was platted in 1894 as one of 
the nation’s earliest streetcar suburbs of the metropolitan Washington, DC area. The early 
suburban subdivision hosted an east-west grid street pattern with small lots and provisions 
for street trees and sidewalk paths. It was an ideal location for homes, neighborhood 
businesses, and accessibility to work provided by the modern streetcar line. Today, Del Ray 
is an outstanding example of a living “traditional neighborhood design” community. It is 
highly desired by residents because of its character and ambiance, diverse building styles, 
pedestrian connectivity, and proximity to neighborhood facilities, businesses, and work.  
 

Project Criteria Discussion: 

Innovation 

The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern Book is a voluntary tool for guiding residents and 
stakeholders in understanding neighborhood development patterns and important 
architectural features of their historic homes. Its simple language and carefully illustrated 
content provides extensive information on site context, character-defining architectural styles 
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and features, guidelines for constructing new additions or buildings, and hands-on tools for 
home projects and property maintenance. While many communities have adopted historic 
districts, design guidelines, and architectural pattern books, most of them are oriented for 
technical use by design or regulatory professionals; few design guidelines or pattern books 
are written for the average citizen to help communicate topics like site context, contributing 
architectural features, and complimentary architectural additions or new construction.  

 
While the neighborhood has areas listed on the National Register of Historic Places, standard 
historic district regulations and local architectural review were not a good fit for Del Ray. The 
City of Alexandria needed a proactive means of educating residents about the neighborhood 
and understanding the buildings and the site development patterns, while providing effective 
“how to” guidance for appropriate home renovation and new construction projects. The Del 
Ray Citizens Association needed a simple, illustrated tool to help preserve community 
character, communicate the historic significance of the neighborhood, and provide a tool for 
sharing development ideas with builders, architects and neighbors. 
 
Quality Design and User-friendly Format  
The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern 
book is illustrative and well organized, including 
basic information on the history of the 
neighborhood (development evolution and 
architectural styles/forms), as well as 
recommended best practices and design 
principles for renovation and new construction. 
Sections on each of the architectural styles and 
forms of homes found in the neighborhood 
include local pictures and simple, labeled 
drawings that illustrate character-defining 
architectural features (e.g. building and roof 
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forms, windows, doors, porches, etc.). These easy to follow illustrations guide homeowners in 
visually understanding what gives their house the architectural character that people find 
attractive or applicable to a particular building style or form. In addition, the user-friendly 
format makes it an effective “kitchen table coffee book” that can be used for family or 
neighbor-to-neighbor discussions about home improvement projects. The My House Journal 
Section is easy to use and is a great documentation tool for reference and record keeping. 

 
The Del Ray Residential Pattern Book effectively covers a broad range of material in a 
manageable short book format. Homeowner guidance includes illustrated sections on how to 
work with “remuddled” buildings and how to add modern living spaces or additions to one’s 
home. There is guidance, too, for new building construction that illustrates where to place and 
size a building, as well as what materials and detailing to incorporate. A more complex 
section provides detailed insight into the “parts” of a building – for example, how roofs, 
porches, windows and doors are (or should be) constructed. These types of illustrations and 
information helps homeowners talk to architects and builders about home projects and new 
buildings. Thus, project outcomes are more predictable and complementary to the historic 
homes and ambiance of the neighborhood. 
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Example for Other Communities 
The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern Book is an excellent visual resource for 
residents, professionals, developers, and builders who are working or living in older, 
established neighborhoods. The City of Alexandria intends to use the pattern book as a 
development tool for other neighborhoods with similar traditional architectural character. 
Planning staff can easily edit and adapt the pattern book format for other neighborhoods. 
Local realtors use the pattern book as a marketing tool for prospective homebuyers, as it helps 
provide “vision” for investment and “guided direction” for maintaining and increasing 
neighborhood property values. 
 
In addition, the Del Ray Pattern Book is great reference and model for other communities 
with traditional neighborhoods who are looking for effective ways to retain neighborhood 
character and positively influence development. 
 
Implementation 
The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern Book has been well received by citizens and 
professionals working in the Del Ray Neighborhood. It is available on the City webpage at 
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/planning/info/Historic_Preservation/Del_Ray/D
el%20Ray%20Pattern%20Book%20Final%20September%202015_redux.pdf. The voluntary 
document is proving to be a valuable tool for educating citizens and builders in new 
construction projects.  
 
In September 2015, the Del Ray Citizens Association hosted an 
Architectural Conference to introduce the new pattern book 
(https://delraycitizens.org/meetings/2015-residential-
architecture-conference/). The conference was well attended 
by residents of the neighborhood, governmental officials, and 
other interested stakeholders. Residents were eager to get 
their copies and actively work on projects.  
 
In May 2016, the neighborhood organization hosted a Del Ray 
Garden and Home Tour as a fundraiser for neighborhood 
projects (tree planting, park renovations and neighborhood 
gatherings). At the tour the organization displayed copies of 
the Del Ray Residential Pattern Book, as well as other 
interesting information on the history of Del Ray. In 2017, the 
organization is pursuing expansion of the National Register Historic District and continues 
to work with residents, architects, and builders to promote the pattern book as a resource to 
encourage compatible and appropriate renovations and new infill development. 
 
The City Department of Planning & Zoning continues to proactively work with the 
neighborhood organization to positively influence and guide development in this historic 
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neighborhood. In addition to the pattern book, the City has provided updated architectural 
information and community presentations on the significant Art Moderne Buildings in Del 
Ray. For more information, see https://www.alexandriava.gov/Preservation. 
 
The Del Ray Neighborhood is included in the Alexandria Visitors Guide and listed as one of 
the special places to visit in Alexandria because of its special character and its Main Street 
vitality. http://www.visitalexandriava.com/plan/neighborhoods/del-ray/. 

 
Comprehensive Approach and Audience 

The Del Ray Neighborhood Residential Pattern Book addressed diverse, and sometimes 
complex, planning and architectural topics using a collaborative approach that included 
workshops with citizens, professional stakeholders, local governmental staff and technical 
consultants. The content relates important background information, provides design guidance 
using both text and visual examples, and provides hands-on implementation and 
supplemental resources for users.  
 
In addition, the pattern book addresses a wide audience. It addresses architectural and 
development issues from diverse perspectives and is a tool usable by multiple stakeholders. It 
is broad and informative, yet not be so detailed that it would defer consultation with a 
professional architect or contractor.  
 
Finally, the pattern book addresses community and historic preservation issues in a 
thoughtful way and encourages compliance with character and development standards 
through voluntary measures, as opposed to formal review from an architectural or historic 
board.   


